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by Parliament In 1838; and justice in this matter was done to
Ireland, but justice deferred too long, and after disastrous
events. The reform effected, nevertheless, was excellent and
wise; the tithe was commuted into a rent charge, a quarter
less in amount than the total impost; the owners of land, and
not its occupants, were rendered liable to the payment of the
substituted charge. By these means the Irish Catholic
peasantry were relieved from a most odious tribute to an
alien Church; complaints on this subject were never heard
again; the Irish Established Church, in fact, obtained a new
lease of existence.
The position, however, of that Church had attracted atten-
tion, long before this time, especially among English Liberal
statesmen. Superficially it had undergone considerable change,
since we have seen what it was in the eighteenth century. It
had been graced by some very able Divines, if by no prelate
who can be named with Berkeley; it had been almost com-
pletely freed from the moral scandals which had been its
reproach; its ministers, as a class, were good and amiable
men, in many cases worthy country gentlemen. Its discipline,
too, had been greatly improved; it had felt, through all its
parts, the beneficent influence of the religious opinion of the
nineteenth century, requiring, as it did, a high standard of
clerical duty. But its essential nature had remained the same;
it was still the institution of a conquering race planted in the
midst of a conquered people, a spiritual, but a hostile, watch-
tower; it possessed great revenues to little purpose; it was
"a lodge in a garden of cucumbers," that bore no fruit; it had
not much authority over its own flocks; it was an object of
hatred to the Catholic priesthood, and of the fierce detestation
of the Catholic peasant as long as it continued to exact tithe.
Through the effects, besides, of the Evangelical English move-
ment, it had become somewhat rudely proselytising of late;
and yet as a Church it had not fulfilled its mission ; it was no